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VI. HISTORIC AND SCTENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS 
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Antiquities Section 
Utah Division of State History 


Reconnaissance and Analysis Procedures on Arbitrarily Defined 
Project Areas 

Field Methods 

The research design of an archeological field survey is dependent on 
the nature of the project of which it is a part. Projects which are strictly 
research oriented may vary from an intensive survey of a transect cross- 
cutting several ecozones to a randan sampling of a particular drainage area. 
The survey area in projects of this type is dependent on rational evaluation 
of environmental and cultural factors. However, the survey area of many 
projects (particularly contract surveys) is based, not on these parameters, 
but on arbitrarily defined limits. Surveys of proposed highway routes or 
proposed mining areas are examples of this type of project. Cultural re- 
source surveys of these projects consist of an intensive surface reconnais-— 
sance of all areas within the arbitrarily defined boundaries. Such a survey 
involves the following: 
1— An intensive on the ground survey by a trained and experienced survey 
crew. Crew size is dependent on the nature and size of the project. Such 
a survey consists essentially of simply walking the area at closely spaced 
intervals to insure that all areas of the surface are observed. Spacing 
is dependent of terrain. 
2- Contact is made with local residents to glean possible information about 
archeological sites in the area. This is done (a) to insure that no sites 
are missed, and (b) to identify sites that may have been destroyed beyond 


recognition by relic hunting. 


3- If sites are located they are described and plotted on maps. Photo-~ 
graphs and artifact samples are taken. The site is carefully searched 


for artifacts diagnostic of culture(s) represented. 


Analysis 

Since the purpose of archeological surveys of arbitrarily defined 
projects is to (a) make an inventory of cultural resources and (b) pro- 
vide recommendations concerning the deposition of those resources, analysis 
and research procedures are relatively simple. 
l- Artifacts are washed, labled, cataloged, and identified. Particular 
attention is given to diagnostic artifacts since these help determine the 
nature of the site fram which they were recovered. 
2- Artifacts are simply measured, described and listed along with a 
description of the site and an interpretation of recovered data. Complex 
analysis procedures such as the determination of wear patterns on stone 
tools or the nalysis of ceramic technology are not attempted. 
3- A search of archeological literature dealing with the area is done 
to provide a background of known sites in the area. 
4—- Field data describing the site and its environmental locus are can- 
bined with the artifactual data and interpreted in light of known arch- 
ecological information from the study area. Interpretations of the nature 


of the sites and recammendations concerning thier deposition are then made. 


E&. STATE OF UTAH 

Calvin L. Rampton, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Division of State History 


December 19, 1974 Melvin T. Smith, Director 
603 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 
Telephone: (801) 328-5755 

Mr. Andrew Jackson 

VIN Colorado Inc. 

2600 South Parker Road 

Denver, Colorado 80232 


Re: Cultural Resources reconnaissance of Moon Lake Electric 
Association Incorporated Power line Routes Serving the 
Utah Oil Shale Lease Area 


Dear Andy, 


A survey of the proposed power line routes was conducted from 
November 25 to December 4, 1974. A report of the survey is 
- enclosed. 


Se 
& A single site (42Un401) is located in the northwest 4%, of the 
southeast 4%, of Section 2, T10S, R25E. The site has koth 
historic and prehistoric components and should be avoided dur- 
ing powerline construction. With the exception of this section 
of powerline, the project area is clear of cultural resources. 


Sincerely, 


Eee ) ie 
le eee 


, ar) ~ Fj 
PLR 


DAVID B. MADSEN 
State Archeologist 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Area Covered: Moon Lake power line and access roads serving 
the Utah oil shale lease in Uintah County, Utah 


Survey Crew: Stanley D. Davis, John T. Autrey 
Utah State Historical Society 


The survey was conducted from November 25, 1974 through 
December 4, 1974. Approximately 60 hours of field work were 
utilized to cover the proposed accesses. 

The power line right-of-way, with one exception, was devoid 
of any archeological material. This one site is concurrent 
with the Ignatio Stage stop on the south bliff of the White 
River. (NW section of the SE section of Section 2, Township 10 
south, Range 24 east.) The site extends 100 meters south and 
100 meters east of the road cut and the south edge of the jophbamen 
The three existing buildings of the Ignatio Stage stop overlie 
portions of the site. The archeological material that has been 
located is pre-historic in nature, however, no cultural affinity 


has been determined at this time. 


Stanley D. Davis 
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Antiquity Section ( SITE SURVEY SHEET 4 Division of State History 
! . 
Archeological Survey : 
Site No. 42un401 County Uintah Soy State__Utah 


SS 


Mao Reference Southam Canyon Quad, USGS 


Type of Site Open; campsite and historic structure 


Cultural Affiliation (if known) historic Anaglo; probable Frenont 


Location On bluff on south side of White River. Ca. 50 meters east of Utah Highway 


45. 


NE, SEs Sec. 


Sy 
6 
The 
8 
2 


10. 


Ve 


iS 


iy 


Mien Wow ene l.: VOR ee eRe 
Owner and Address State of Utan 


Previous Owners___—— 


Tenant none 
Informaents none 


Previous Designations for Site mone 


. . 


Site description, position, & surrounding terrain Rem g buildings of the Iqnatio stage 
stop overlay the western portion of the archeological site. To the south the 
terrain rises gradually and is cut by numerous arroyos. High eliffs are found on 

_the north side of the river, Vegetation is sparse, consisting of scattered crass, 
Sagebrush, eriogonum and cactus. Site consists of scattered lithic debris 

_pottery and groimd stone on surface, There is a possible 4x7 i eter stricture of 
slabs & irrigular rock. ‘ 

Area of Occupation 100 x 100 meters 


Depth and Character of Fill_ trash heaps associated with the stage stop are ca. 
1 meter deep. Depth of archeological site is unknown. 
Present Condition sore potting, but basically undisturbed 


Material Collected lithic debris, corrugated grav pottery and ground stone 


Material Observed same as #14 above, plus historic artifacts 


Material sReporgtadmand Owners aes scale ete rue ee Uae a ee ee 


Recommendations for Further Work testing of archeological site 


. Photo Nos. SDD _ 30 through 36 


. Type of map made by survey party ars 


Recorded by Wee Sisrestiies/ 2D Pevaken Date__ December 1, 1974 _ 


December 31, 1974 


See Andy Jackson 
VIN Colorado, Inc. 
2000 South Parker Road 
Denver, Colorado 80232 


From: David B. Madsen 
State Archeologist 
603 E. South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 


Re: Archeological Survey of Oil Shale Lease Areas U~A and U-B 


Introduction 
The following is a brief outline of a cultural resources inventory on 
the oil shale lease areas conducted between November 1, and December 31, 


1974. This iS an intentionally brief interim report o£ continuing work. 


Pike cd 


- Scheduling 


‘ 


Fieldwork was re-initiated November 25, 1974 and ran continuously 
(including weekends) until December 23, 1974. A reconnaissance of the pro- 
posed Moon Lake Electric Association powerline was completed during this 
period in addition to continued survey of the lease area. 

Laboratory analysis and research has been initiated and a total of 
360 man-hours have been spent on the project to date. This includes wash- 
ing, labeling, artifact analysis, inventory of previously identified sites, 


literature search, etc. 


Inventory 
Sections 18 and 31, T10S, R24E, have been surveyed. In addition, areas 
outside the survey boundaries were investigated since we feit that these 


areas potentially contained sites which might be affected by oil shale . 


operations. These areas include Sections 6 and 7, T1I1S, R25E, along 
Evacuation Creek and Section 9, T10S, R24E along the White River. The pro- 


posed powerlines and access roads were also surveyed during this periqd. 


Personnel 
Stanley D. Davis and John T. Autrey were involved in fieldwork. 
Laboratory analysis and research has been conducted by Michael Berry, 


Christian Lund, and Thamas Zeidler under my direction. 


Sites: 

An additional 4 sites have been located and recorded (Appendix A). 
These consist of a rockshelter (42Un404), a pictograph 5 a possible big- 
horn sheep (42Un403), and two open campsites (42Un401 and 402). The deposits 


at the rockshelter are at least four feet deep, but they are being eroded 


erie 


away by stream action. For these reasons testing is highly recommended. 

The open site, 42Un401, is partially covered by the ‘historic Ignacio 
Stage Stop and must be considered a multi-camponent site. It is important 
because it contains the only sane recovered to date in our survey opera- 
tions. These potsherds are the only diagnostic artifacts recovered from the 
site and are identified as Tusayan Corrugated. This ceramic type would 
normally indicate an Anasazi culture cccupation. However, there are no 
known Anasazi sites this far north and all Anasazi pottery found to date in 
the Uintah Basin is associated with Fremont culture sites and represents 
tradeware. For this reason 42Un401 has been provisionally designated asa 
probable Fremont site. It is critically important that this site be tested 
Since the presence of an aberrant pottery type suggests the vossibility that 


the site may shed new light on the prehistory of the Uintah Basin. 


Antiquity Section f SPER SM oye eel ELSI fi C Division of State History 
y Archeological Survey 
Site No. _ 42Un 402 County: Uampen State Utah 
1. Map Reference Southam Canyon Quad, USGS mye 


2. Type of Site Rock Shelter 


3. Cultural Affiliation (if known) — 


4. Location On north side of White River on a high bluff, sitting between two 


higher protions (in saddle) of the bluff. 


Ss SEX, SEA Sec. 16 fe LOS R. 24E 


Owner and Address__BLM 


Previous Owners -- 


Tenant none 


Informants none 


Previous Designations for Site _ unknown 


O° 0 2 NHN & 


Site description, position, & surrounding terrain A bluff with shelter on north side of 
river between 2 hich portions of the bluff (in saddle). Faces So. toward 


river. Terrain drops gently to upper (older) terrace of river. Shelter runs 
east, west along face of bluff. Shelter is 10 to 15 meters deep. Vegetation 


Ber orenemweed pundult rts Cactus. aii) ke. | ee 


Ce 


’ 


11. Area of Occupation 75 meters (F-W) and 75 meters (N-S) toward river 


12. Depth and Character of Fill 


portion of site. 
13. Present Condition Good, same digging has taken place (about 6” deep and 4' long on 


te } 1te 


large & small) ,hammer stone 


s, bifaces, chop 


14. Material Collected falkes, scraper 
mano fraq. 
15. Material Observed same_as £14 above and chipping debris 


16. Material Reported and Owner none 


17. Recommendations for Further Work test 
18. Photo Nos._ White River SnD 1,2,3,4 


19. Type of map made by survey party 


Recorded by. sstanley D. Davis -. 90 Bate. December 14, 1974 


. Antiquity Section ( Jile QUAVE OMESl ( H/ivision of Otate fMistory 
; Archeological Survey 
Site No. 42Un403 ‘County__ Uintah Sidte. Utah 
( 1. Map Reference Rainbow Quad, USGS 
ap 2. Type of Site Pictograph 
3. Cultural Affiliation (if known) -- 
4. Location Ten ft. off north side of road cut on sandstone cliff facing south. 
Ten £t. below crest of small cliff. 
Sea oma Sec. 23 Hog MBN) oe | 245 
5. Owner and Address BIM 
6. Previous Owners a 
7. Tenant none 
8. Informants none 
9. Previous Designations for Site unknown 
10. Site description, position, & surrounding terrain Possible bighorn sheep-—8%" long by 6” 
high pictograph onsandstone cliff 10 ft. below top and 10 it. north of road 
cut. Vegetation: juniper, greasewood, grasses, sage, pinyon pine. 
_Terrain is disected by many canyons and is generally undulating in nature. 
rs No cultural material found. 
3 ow 
11. Area of Occupation pic aph on side of cliff 
12. Depth and Character of Fill not anplicahle 
13. Present Condition Good, recent illegible signatures scratched into cliff face 
(historic) , approx 2 ft. east of pictograph 
14. Material Collected none, not apolicable 
15. Material Observed pictograph 
16. Material Reported and Owner___ mot applicable 
17. Recommendations for Further Work Mone 
1S. BehotagNos: Saemernoy oO Mr Winco Ven eae ie ee ae x 
19. Type of map made by survey party ae 


John T. Aukrev’ becemnber, 207, lo74 


Recorded by 


AMLIQUily woeciio;»ni \ se ae ee CU wecme ¢ \ eee AEN E OR EEO S46 Y 
; ! ; ; 
A\rcheological Survey 
Site No. 42tn404 County___ Uintah State_ Utah ‘ 
1. Map Reference Southam Canvon Quad, USG: 


2. Type of Site Rock Shelter 


3. Cultural Affiliation (if known) = — 


. 
. 


4. Location South of dirt road just north of White River. Shelter faces west on north 
bank of River. 


ee ep. oe ee Nr oie 2. ee Se... UG se LOS Romeo Arg. 
5. Owner and Address oes 

6. Previous Owners = 

7. Tenant are 

8. Informants none 

9. Previous Designations for Site_ none | 


10. Site description, position, & surrounding terrain Sandstone bluff 15 yards above north 


edge of White River. Rock Shelter faces west. Drainage wasn runs directly below 
bluff. The front or west portion of the deposit has been washed away. Accumulat- 


_ion_ of material is greater than 4 ft. Possible projectil e point was found on 


surface on the inner protion of the rock shelter on the south end. 


. 


11. Area of Occupation 30 meters long by 15 meters deeo 


12. Depth and Character of Fill Greater than 4 ft. , composed of wind blown sand, 


ve is! 1 


13. Present Condition front portion of fill eroded into drainage wash 


14. Material Collected possible projectile int or knife (large 


15. Material Observed same as 714 above 


16. Material Reported and Owner_RONS PR EEE Rs AAPL ee aty 2h ES 
i7. Recommendations for Furtner Work ceSE z 


WS.,Photo Nos... SDD. Witte ‘River’ 2617.00) ee ees sali Sele sg Na 
19. Type of map made by survey party____ ; 
Recorded by John P. Autrey _ Date__Decerber 20, 1974 


STATE OF UTAH 

Calvin L, Rampton, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Division of State History 


April Joe ALSy7iS Melvin T. Smith, Director 
603 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 
Telephone: (801) 328-5755 


Mr. Andy Jackson 

VIN Colorado, Inc. 

2600 South Parker Road 

Denver, CO 80232 

Dear Andy, 

Enclosed is what is essentially a quarterly report. I have 
combined the monthly reports for you since essentially the 
same work has been going on. 


Also enclosed is a statement of costs incurred since the last 
statement. If you need anything further, please let me know. 


Sincerely, 


DAVID B. MADSEN 
State Archeologist 
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QUARTERLY REPORT FOR VIN COLORADO, INC. 


HISTORY 


The State Historical Society has contracted with the American West 
Center at the University of Utah to perform a historical survey of the 
Uintah Basin with specific reference to oil shale lands. We had same 
difficulty in satisfying the Attorney General's office in the exact wording 
of the contract which necessitated a delay of several weeks. As a result 
they have asked for an extension of their report deadline to May 15, 1975. 
However, even at this late date we should be able to incorporate their 


final report into our preliminary draft. 
ARCHEOLOGICAL LITERATURE SURVEY 


For the last three months we have had a member of our staff working 
full time on the delineation of the prehistory of the Uintah Basin. This 
study includes a discussion of the history of archeological research, an 
general discussion of the prehistory of the Uintah Basin and its position 
in North American prehistory, and specifically deals with the oil shale 
lease areas. This is proving to be more time comsuming than I had first 
anticipated since we are uncovering unsuspected ties with cultures of the 
Great Plains in the Uintah Basin are This suggests that the archeological 
survey of the oil shale lands may be much more scientifically valuable than 


we had anticipated. 
ARTIFACT ANALYSTS 


We have initiated preliminary analysis of artifacts collected during 


our late fall survey. These preliminary studies indicate occupation of the 


Qe 


area by Archaic peoples (10-2500 B.P.), Fremont peoples (1500-1,000 B.P.) 


and possibly Plains peoples. 
OUR TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 


Given cooperation by the weather, we should resume field work April 15 
and complete it within one month. Final analysis and drafting of the 
preliminary report should be completed by June 1. Completion of the final 
draft will be dependent on suggested changes. 

Although this schedule is is rather tight, we should have no problem 


meeting it since most of the background work has been campleted 


Diy bain Glug Cui ¢ Hl, 


Mr. Andy Jackson 

VIN 

2600 S. Parker Rd. 
Parker Place #4 

Denver, Colorado 80232 


April 2, 1975 


Dear Andy: 


There is very little to report by way of progress for the 
paleontological survey of tracts U-a and U-b for the month of 
March. Most of the work done involved a literature search of 
past geological—paleontological studies. A field party did leave 
to continue the remaining part of the survey on March 31, but 
were forced to discontinue because of a storm that brought a 
foot of snow. If weather permits, the survey party will begin 
work in the field the beginning of next week. Approximately 
twelve sections remain to be completed. 


Sincerely, 
fig) A 
ay! nh 


Dr. Wade E. Miller 
Assoc. Prof. of Zoology & Geology 


Department of Zoology, 575 WIDB, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602 (801) 374-1211, Ext. 2006 


